Abstract 

The pres e nt invention provide s on industrially advantageous production method of 
compound (V) having a s teroid ly a se inhibitory action, which affords thi s comp o und 
in a high yield wi t h a less number of step s without u s ing a heavy metal compound: 
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wherein ring A is on optionally s ubstituted imidazole ring, R i s on optionally s ubstituted 
hydrocarbon group or a heterocyclic group, and R i T* i T* i rX 4 r**T&-M** 7 -*r**a&* 
hydrog e n atom, an optionally s ubstituted hydrocarbon group, OH, SII or NII 3r afracy4 
group or a halogen and the lik e . 



method for producing a compound of the formula: 
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wherein R is an op tionally substituted hydrocarbon group or an 
optionall y substituted heterocyclic group and ring A is an 
imidazole ring whi ch is optionally substituted further, or a salt 
thereof, which method comprises reacting a compound of the 
formula: 
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wherein ring A is as defined above, or a salt thereof, and a 
compound of the formula: 

R— M 1 (II) 

wherein M 1 is an alkali metal atom or a group of the formula: 
-Mg-Y 1 where Y 1 is a halogen atom, and R is as defined above, or 
a salt thereof, and bringing the resulting product into contact 
with an acid. 
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